
Saint Michael’s Parish 
7 CARDROSS ROAD  ∙  TEL: 01389 762709   ∙   EMAIL: stmichael.dumbarton@rcag.org.uk 

MASS THIS WEEK 
Sunday 17th March 2024 – 8am & 11am; Monday 18th – 10am;  
Tuesday 19th – 10am, Solemnity of Saint Joseph; Wed 20th – 10am; Thurs 21st – 10am; 
Friday 22nd – 10am; Saturday 23rd – 5.30pm: Vigil, Palm Sunday (Blessing of Palms)  
Carmel: Mon to Sat 9.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
This Saturday, 23rd March, Confessions all day, from 10.30am to 6pm in St Patrick’s, 

Dumbarton. Various priest confessors throughout the day. Great opportunity to experience 

the Lord’s forgiveness and mercy, with the renewal of his grace in your life. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Two opportunities this Friday 22nd – 2.15pm, with St Michael’s Primary; and 5.30pm. 
 

HOLY WEEK 
Palm Sunday 24th March: Mass - 5.30pm vigil; 8am; 11am 
Holy Thursday 28th March: 11am – Mass of Chrism, Saint Andrew’s Cathedral 

         7pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, with Night Prayer at 9.30pm 

Good Friday 29th March: 3pm – Commemoration of the Passion, with Veneration of Cross;  

     6.30pm – Stations of the Cross, and Veneration 

Holy Saturday 30th March: 9am – Morning Prayer 

                         8pm – Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection  

Easter Sunday 31st March: 8am & 11am – Easter Day Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection     
 

Holy Week Collections 
Palm Sunday: Sick and Retired Priests; Holy Thursday: Carmel; Good Friday: Holy Land 
 

GIFT AID 
New envelopes for the next financial year – beginning 7th April – are available in the 

sacristy for those who Gift Aid a weekly cash offering. Renewed thanks to all who support 

the parish financially. It would be most helpful if more people were to make a standing 

order with the bank, and for tax payers to Gift Aid any such offering. This appeal is made 

especially to parishioners in full-time employment. If you donated £50 per month, over the 

course of the year, the parish would get an additional £125 from the Treasury. There is no 

extra cost to the donor, nor any need to reveal your salary. 

SCIAF  
Last Sunday’s special collection for SCIAF’s work in Rwanda raised £1675.50 (including 

£250.00 gift-aided). Thank you! Please, return your Wee Box after Easter Sunday. 
 

Easter Cards 
There is a fine selection of Easter Cards available in the shop – pop in any time after Mass. 

Mass at Carmel 
From Easter Monday, 1st April, the Mass at Carmel begins at 8.45am Monday to Saturday. 

Catholic Young Adult Pilgrimage  
The Youth Office are running a three-day walking pilgrimage, from 19th to 21st April, 

through the Archdiocese – beginning at St Mahew’s, Cardross, and stopping at various 

parishes, on route to St Andrew’s Cathedral. It is a great opportunity for young people to 

grow in their faith, get in some exercise and make new friends. 

www.tinyurl.com/rcagpilgrimage 

http://www.tinyurl.com/rcagpilgrimage


 

Putting God’s forgiveness back at the centre of the Church! 
A reflection on Confession given recently by Pope Francis 

“We too might walk in newness of life”: thus writes the apostle Paul to the first Christians 

of the Church of Rome. But what is the newness of life he talks about? It is the life that is 

born of Baptism, which immerses us in the death and resurrection of Jesus and makes us 

forever children of God, children of the resurrection destined for eternal life.  

The new life, initiated in Baptism, is a journey. And after so many steps on the journey, 

perhaps we have lost sight of the holy life that runs within us: we look everywhere for 

satisfactions and novelties, stimuli and positive sensations, but we forget that there is 

already a new life that runs within us and, like the embers beneath the ashes, it is waiting to 

kindle and shed light on everything.  

We must look for the embers under the ashes that settle on the heart and hide from view 

the beauty of our soul. Having clouded God’s face, obscured that of our brothers and 

sisters, blurred the greatness we carry within, we keep on walking, but we need new 

signposts, we need a change of pace, a direction that helps us rediscover the path of 

Baptism – to renew our original beauty. 

Brothers, sisters, what is the way to resume the path of the new life? It is the way of 

God’s forgiveness. Set this in your mind and heart: God never tires of forgiving. Did 

you hear that? God never tires of forgiving. So, what is the problem? That we are the 

ones who tire of asking for forgiveness!  

Divine forgiveness does just this: it makes us new again. It cleanses us inside, returning us 

to the condition of our baptismal 

rebirth: it makes the fresh waters 

of grace flow again into our 

hearts, parched by sadness and 

covered in dust by sins.  

The Lord removes the ashes from 

the embers of the soul, cleanses 

those inner stains that prevent us 

from trusting in God, from 

embracing our brothers and 

sisters, from loving ourselves.  

The Lord stoops to lift us up. And 

the Lord does this every time we 

approach Confession.  

Let us not postpone the encounter 

with his forgiveness, because only 

if we are lifted up by him can we 

resume our journey and see the 

defeat of our sin, erased forever.  

“Go in peace, your sins are forgiven”. This is the restart of the new life: begun in Baptism, 

it starts again from forgiveness. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is not a practise of devotion, but the foundation of 

Christian existence; it is not a question of knowing how to say our sins well, but of 

recognizing ourselves as sinners and throwing ourselves into the arms of the crucified 

Jesus to be set free; it is not a moralistic gesture, but the resurrection of the heart.  

So let us go to receive God’s forgiveness and let us, who administer it, feel that we are 

dispensers of the joy of the Father who finds his lost son. Let us put God’s forgiveness 

back at the centre of the Church!  

Examination of Conscience 

The leprosy of sin has stained our beauty; so, let 
us say: Jesus, if you will, you can make me clean!  

From thinking we do not need you every day:  
Jesus, if you will, you can make me clean!  

When good intentions are not followed by deeds; 
when I postpone prayer and the encounter with 

you:    Jesus, if you will, you can make me clean!  

When I compromise with evil, with dishonesty, 
with falsehood; when I judge others, despise them 
and gossip about them:  

Jesus, if you will, you can make me clean!  

When I am content to do no evil, but do no good 
by serving in the Church and society:  

Jesus, if you will, you can make me clean!  
 


